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TRNKOVÁ, Barbora. AI: All Idiots. 
In: HORÁKOVÁ, Jana—KUPKOVÁ, Marika—SZŰCSOVÁ, Monika et al. The Black Box Book. Archives 
and Curatorship in the Age of Transformation of Art Institutions, pp. 342–387. Brno: Masaryk 
University Press — TIC, 2022. 398 p. ISBN: 978-80-280-0225-1.
https://munispace.muni.cz/library/catalog/view/2217/6616/4289-1/0#preview

The presented article offers a theoretical analysis and reflection on the collective, participatory 
exhibition project AI: All Idiots, which was showcased at the MeetFactory gallery in Prague in 2021. This 
project is a significant output of the research project Decentralized Collection, Analysis, Visualization, 
and Interpretation of Large Data Sets in Artistic Practice (supported by TAČR), in which I participated 
as a co-investigator. The exhibition focused on a critical reflection on the issues surrounding artificial 
intelligence in the context of art, utilizing a collective participatory approach. We gathered a dataset 
of images from the websites of Czech artists, trained our own artificial intelligence, and involved 
several artists in a production role typically occupied by machines. This opened a discussion on the 
relationship between artificial and artistic intelligence, raising questions related to creativity, ethics, and 
the role of art in the digitally conditioned era.

The AI: All Idiots exhibition is among the first and most comprehensive critical reflections on generative 
algorithms in relation to art, both in the Czech Republic and abroad. The project garnered media 
attention and was also exhibited in Reykjavik in 2022. The theoretical analysis published in Black Box 
Book provides readers and the academic community with valuable insight into the process of artistic 
research and offers a thorough reflection on the role of generative AI in the context of creativity. 
The text also demonstrates that these tools can be perceived as visually creative only within the 
indicators of hidden metaprograms and that, even as participants in the art scene, we are also in the 
role of sources for generating stereotypes that are statistically confirmed and repeatedly reinforced.

The significance of the article is underscored by its acceptance and positive reception at several 
important conferences, such as Humain in Brno, The Future of Living with AI in Brussels, and 
symposium Re-connect Art in Prague, as well as through the Academia.edu platform and it become 
part of educational books (Kultura neuronových sítí. Syntetická literatura a umění (nejen) v českém 
a slovenském prostředí, Navigátor — Úvod do umění nových médií). A critical reflection on the rapidly 
expanding generative tools is currently timely and necessary for reassessing harmful narratives in our 
society, thereby bringing significant contributions not only to the field of art but also to the broader 
social discourse.

https://munispace.muni.cz/library/catalog/view/2217/6616/4289-1/0#preview 


Exhibition Team of AI: All Idiots

Curators		� ScreenSaverGallery (Barbora Trnková, Tomáš Javůrek, Marie Meixner)
Execution		� Jana Bernartová, Vilém Duha, Andreas Gajdošík, Aimee Zia Hasan, 

Vladimír Havlík, Tomáš Javůrek, Marie Meixnerová, Petr Racek, 
Matěj Smetana, Petra Ševců, Michal Škapa, Barbora Trnková

Technical Solutions		� Tomáš Javůrek, Kamil Jeřábek, Jaromír Pražák
Exhibition Architecture		� Jan Tomšů
Production		� Jan Vítek
Cooperation		� Eva Bláhová, Tereza Jindrová
Opening		� September 14, 2021

Media Reach of the Exhibition — Catalog, Press Releases, Interviews, Reviews, 
Presentations, Citations

⟶	� catalog for the exhibition: https://galleryreader.com/exhibition/ai-all-idiots/

⟶	 Review: Artalk: How Artificial is Artificial Intelligence?

⟶	� Review: Lukáš Pilka, Art & Antiques: How Algorithms Think, Create, and Lie https://www.
artantiques.cz/jak-algoritmy-mysli-tvori-a-lzou

⟶	� Photo report: Artalk: AI: All Idiots at MeetFactory Gallery

⟶	� Press release: https://artalk.cz/2021/09/14/tz-ai-all-idiots-v-galerii-meetfactory/

⟶	� Virtual tour: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nspCdDplThY

⟶	� Presentation at the international symposium Curating Online-Kultural Heritage, Creativity and 
the Summer of Artificial Intelligence: https://www.dum-umeni.cz/en/curating-online-cultural-
heritage-creativity-and-the-summer-of-artificial-intelligence/t8986

⟶	� Chapter in Lukáš Pilka‘s dissertation: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bIFjaWXvsRleSBSBGwt
UjeANgOoTEW8D/view?fbclid=IwAR0u-pJg4S8K7-qsAL_06OKJuXA5q3tMBk3XgpQNhHVeM-
QTFiAQDWHIxeA

⟶	� Mention of the exhibition in the book: FRANCOVÁ, Jana. Navigator: An Introduction to New 
Media Art. Brno: Masaryk University, 2021. ISBN 978-80-210-9887-9, p. 171

⟶	� Review: Deník N / Matěj Forejt: https://denikn.cz/729248/mezi-umenim-a-umelou-inteligenci-v-
meetfactory-potkate-ceske-umeni-i-roboticky-vysavac/

⟶	� Audio interview for UMA Audioguide (in czech): https://open.spotify.com/
episode/6yFN95WueYUteLTg2nIfTb

⟶	� Audio interview Tovární hlášení (in czech): https://podcasts.apple.com/cz/podcast/barbora-
trnkov%C3%A1-tom%C3%A1%C5%A1-jav%C5%AFrek-o-um%C4%9Bl%C3%A9-nebo-
um%C4%9Bleck%C3%A9/id1539177240?i=1000538683693

⟶	� Presentation of the AI All Idiots App in ScreenSaverGallery, 2022: https://screensaver.gallery/
metazoa-org-all-idiots-hit 



References Mentioning the Text, Reviews, Citations, Conferences, and Public Presentations

⟶	� PIORECKÝ, Karel and HUSÁROVÁ, Zuzana. The Culture of Neural Networks. Synthetic Literature 
and Art (Not Only) in the Czech and Slovak Context. Prague: Institute of Czech Literature, 
Czech Academy of Sciences, 2024.

⟶	� Husárová, Z. (2023). JANA HORÁKOVÁ — MARIKA KUPKOVÁ — MONIKA SZÜCSOVÁ (eds.): 
The Black Box Book: Archives and Curatorship in the Age of Transformation of Art Institutions. 
World Literature Studies, 15(4), 144—148. ISSN 1337-9275. DOI: https://doi.org/10.31577/
WLS.2023.15.4.13

⟶	� Barbora TRNKOVÁ, “AI: All Idiots,” MF Gallery Reader, MeetFactory, o. p. s., 2022, 
online catalog: galleryreader.com/exhibition/ai-all-idiots

⟶	� Symposium: RE-CONNECT ART, Revealing, Prague, 2024

⟶	� Conference: THE FUTURE OF LIVING WITH AI, AI: All Idiots, iMall Brussels, 2023 
https://www.thefutureofliving.eu/programme

⟶	� Conference video: https://www.facebook.com/reel/261782436790618

⟶	� Conference: Emorob, Masaryk University Brno, 2023 
https://emorob.fss.muni.cz/conferences/2023-computing-the-human

⟶	� Symposium: RE-CONNECT ART, Artificial Intelligence and Creativity, Divadlo X10, Prague, 2023

⟶	� Conference: AI: All Idiots, CURATING ONLINE: Cultural Heritage, Creativity and the Summer 
of Artificial Intelligence, Media Art Live Archive, House of Arts Brno, 2021

⟶	� AI: All Idiots, Humain (with Marie Meixnerová and Tomáš Javůrek), 2020

⟶	� ArtZóna TV program, Czech Television (mention of the exhibition by Prof. Jana Horáková) 
+ Barbora Trnková, June 25, 2023 https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/porady/12072033166-
artzona/324294340010009/

⟶	� 118 views of the Black Box Book on Academia.edu



Examples of the text in the publication



Examples of the text in the publication



Exhibition Poster



Preparation of the show, work in progress, backstage with the team

Examples of Output Generated by AI: All Idiots



Exhibition Photo Documentation (Photographer: Katarýna Hudačinová)



Photodocumentation of the exhibition of an application AI:All Idiots in ScreenSaverGallery 2022 
(https://screensaver.gallery/metazoa-org-all-idiots-hit)



Screenshots from the Organizer‘s Website and Social Media Documenting Participation in the 
Conference „The Future of Living with AI“ in Brussels 2023: Presentation of the Exhibition and its 
Foundations Summarized in the Black Box Book, Discussion



Visual Presentation of the AI: All Idiots Project and Discussion on the Impact of AI on the Art World 
and the Role of Curatorship on Artzóna, iVysílání, Czech Television, June 25, 2024



Presentation of the Exhibition, Discussed Theses in the Article, and Related Projects at Re-connect 
Art Prague Biennale 2024


